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MEDICAID BY THE NUMBERS: 

Opportunities to Improve Quality and Control Costs 
 
Today Medicaid provides care for over 60 million Americans. With health reform, the program will 
eventually cover as many as 75-80 million individuals — more than one quarter of all Americans — 
including many with exceedingly complex and costly health care needs. A closer look at those served by 
Medicaid reveals significant opportunities to improve care, achieve better health outcomes, and stem 
increases in national health care spending. 
 
 

60 million People in the United States with Medicaid coverage.1 

$427 billion Projected Medicaid spending for FY 2010.2 

1 million 
Medicaid beneficiaries resulting from a 1% increase in unemployment;3 
enrollment increased by 5.4% in FY2009 and is projected to increase by 
6.6% in FY2010.4 

16 - 20 million  Additional Medicaid/CHIP beneficiaries by 2019 due to health reform.5 

41% Births in the United States covered by Medicaid.6 

28% Children in the United States covered by Medicaid.7 

50% Medicaid beneficiaries under 65 who are from diverse racial and ethnic 
groups.8 

25% Medicaid beneficiaries accounting for nearly 70% of total Medicaid 
spending.9 

5% Medicaid beneficiaries accounting for 57% of total Medicaid spending.10 

49% Medicaid beneficiaries with disabilities diagnosed with mental illness.11 

71% Medicaid recipients who are enrolled in managed care.12 

41% Total long-term care costs financed by Medicaid.13 

94% Medicaid long-term care beneficiaries in unmanaged fee-for-service.14 

8.8 million People who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid.15  

46% Percentage of Medicaid dollars spent on dual eligibles.16 
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